
 

 Summer Reading Possibilities  

4th – 6th grades  

Single titles:  

13 Gifts – Wendy Mass RL 5.2 The sequel to 11 Birthdays and Finally! Tara, a self-proclaimed shrinking violet, tries to 

break out of her shell by stealing the school mascot, a goat, but she gets caught and is shipped off for the summer to 

stay with relatives in the quirky town of Willow Falls, which she decides is as good a place as any to reinvent herself.  

 

All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook – Leslie Connor RL 4.2 Realistic fiction Eleven-year-old Perry was born and raised 

by his mom at the Blue River Co-ed Correctional Facility in tiny Surprise, Nebraska. His mom is a resident on Cell Block C, 

and so far Warden Daugherty has made it possible for them to be together. That is, until a new district attorney 

discovers the truth—and Perry is removed from the facility and forced into a foster home.  

When Perry moves to the "outside" world, he feels trapped. Desperate to be reunited with his mom, Perry goes on a 

quest for answers about her past crime. As he gets closer to the truth, he will discover that love makes people resilient 

no matter where they come from . . . but can he find a way to tell everyone what home truly means? (Already read this? 

Try Crunch! )  

 

Because of Mr. Terupt – Rob Buyea RL 4.1 Realistic Fiction  

Seven fifth-graders at Snow Hill School in Connecticut relate how their lives are changed for the better by "rookie 

teacher" Mr. Terupt. Nutmeg winner, 2013! (Already read this? Try the sequel: Mr. Terupt Falls Again!)  

 

The Boundless – Kenneth Oppel RL 5.0 Fantasy The Boundless, the greatest train ever built, is on its maiden voyage 

across the country, and first-class passenger Will Everett is about to embark on the adventure of his life! When Will ends 

up in possession of the key to a train car containing priceless treasures, he becomes the target of sinister figures from 

his past. In order to survive, Will must join a traveling circus, enlisting the aid of Mr. Dorian, the ringmaster and leader of 

the troupe, and Maren, a girl his age who is an expert escape artist. With villains fast on their heels, can Will and Maren 

reach Will's father and save The Boundless before someone winds up dead?  

 

Brendan Buckley's Universe and Everything In It - Sundee Frazier RL 4.0 Realistic fiction  

Brendan Buckley, a biracial ten-year-old, applies his scientific problem-solving ability and newfound interest in rocks and 

minerals to connect with his white grandfather, the president of Puyallup Rock Club, and find out why he has never met 

him. Be sure to meet Brendan - he's a great guy!  

 

The Candymakers – Wendy Mass RL 5.7  

Four gifted twelve-year-olds, including Logan, the candymaker's son, are set to be contestants in the Confectionary 

Association's national competition to determine the nation's tastiest sweet, but nobody anticipates that a friendship will 

form between them. This is not a Willy Wonka book: it’s even better!  

 

Chasing Vermeer – Blue Balliet RL 5.4 Lexile 770 Mystery, Art History  

This bewitching first novel is a puzzle, wrapped in a mystery, disguised as an adventure, and delivered as a work of art. 

When a book of unexplainable occurrences brings Petra Andalee & Calder Pillay together, strange things start to 

happen: seemingly unrelated events connect, an eccentric old woman seeks their company, & an invaluable Vermeer 

painting disappears. Before they know it, the two find themselves at the center of an international art scandal. As Petra 

& Calder are drawn clue by clue into a mysterious labyrinth they must draw on their powers of intuition, their skills at 

problem solving, and their knowledge of Vermeer. Can they decipher a crime that has left even the FBI baffled?  

Already read this? Try The Wright 3, The Calder Game, or Hold Fast – all by Blue Balliett!  

 



The Cheshire Cheese Cat: A Dickens of a Tale – Carmen Agra Deedy RL 5.1 Historical fiction  

A community of mice and a cheese-loving cat form an unlikely alliance at London's Cheshire Cheese, an inn where 

Charles Dickens finds inspiration and Queen Victoria makes an unexpected appearance.  

 

Elijah of Buxton - Christopher Paul Curtis RL 5.4 Historical Fiction  

Eleven-year-old Elijah is the first child born into freedom in Buxton, Canada, a settlement of runaway slaves just over the 

border from Detroit. He's best known for having made a memorable impression on Frederick Douglass, but that changes 

when a former slave steals money from Elijah's friend, who has been saving to buy his family out of captivity in the 

South. Elijah embarks on a dangerous journey to America in pursuit of the thief and discovers firsthand the 

unimaginable horrors of the life his parents fled--a life from which he'll always be free, if he can find his way back home. 

If you’ve already read this book, you might enjoy one of Christopher Curtis’ other books! 

  

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library – Chris Grabenstein RL 4.7  

Kyle Keeley is the class clown, popular with most kids, (if not the teachers), and an ardent fan of all games: board games, 

word games, and particularly video games. His hero, Luigi Lemoncello, the most notorious and creative gamemaker in 

the world, just so happens to be the genius behind the building of the new town library. Lucky Kyle wins a coveted spot 

to be one of the first 12 kids in the library for an overnight of fun, food, and lots and lots of games. But when morning 

comes, the doors remain locked. Kyle and the other winners must solve every clue and every secret puzzle to find the 

hidden escape route. And the stakes are very high. In this cross between Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and A Night 

in the Museum, Agatha Award winner Chris Grabenstein uses rib-tickling humor to create the perfect tale for his quirky 

characters. Old fans and new readers will become enthralled with the crafty twists and turns of this ultimate library 

experience.  

 

The Great Wall of Lucy Wu – Wendy Wan Long-Shang RL 4.6 Realistic Fiction  

Eleven-year-old aspiring basketball star and interior designer Lucy Wu is excited about finally having her own bedroom, 

until she learns that her great-aunt is coming to visit and Lucy will have to share a room with her for several months, 

shattering her plans for a perfect sixth-grade year.  

 

Inside Out and Back Again – Thanhha Lai RL 4.9 Novel in Verse, Historical Fiction  

Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, when she, her mother, and her 

brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama. 

  

King of the Mound: My Summer with Satchel Paige - Wes Tooke RL 5.5 Historical Fiction  

Recovering from polio, Nick believes he will never play baseball again. He spends his summer helping his father, a minor 

league baseball coach. A visiting team player, Satchel Paige, one of the greatest pitchers of all time, teaches Nick that 

the impossible just might be possible.  

The Lemonade Crime – Jacqueline Davies RL 4.6 Realistic Fiction  

The sequel to The Lemonade War is here! When money disappears from fourth-grader Evan's pocket and everyone 

thinks that his annoying classmate Scott stole it, Evan's younger sister stages a trial involving the entire class, trying to 

prove what happened. (Read this one? Try others in the series - Lemonade War or Bell Bandit)  

 

Liar and Spy - Rebecca Stead RL 3.8 Realistic Fiction  

Seventh-grader Georges adjusts to moving from a house to an apartment, his father's efforts to start a new business, his 

mother's extra shifts as a nurse, and being picked on at school. He meets Safer, a twelve-year-old self-appointed spy. 

Georges becomes Safer's first spy recruit. His assignment? Tracking the mysterious Mr. X, who lives in the apartment 

upstairs? But as Safer becomes more demanding, Georges starts to wonder: what is a lie, and what is a game? How far is 

too far to go for your only friend? Multiple twists will keep you guessing until the very end!  

 

 



The Lost Hero – Rick Riordan RL 4.7 Mythology  

If you loved Percy Jackson, you’ll want to read this! Jason, Piper, and Leo, three students from a school for "bad kids," 

find themselves at Camp Half-Blood, where they learn that they are demigods and begin a quest to free Hera, who has 

been imprisoned by Mother Earth herself.  

 

The Madman of Piney Woods – Christopher Paul Curtis RL 5.4 Lexile 870 Historical Fiction  

Companion book to: Elijah of Buxton. Even though it is now 1901, the people of Buxton, Canada, originally a settlement 

of runaway slaves, and Chatham, Canada, are still haunted by two events of half a century before--the American Civil 

War and the Irish potato famine--and the lasting damage those events caused to the survivors. Benji and Red couldn't be 

more different. They aren't friends. They don't even live in the same town. But their fates are entwined. A chance 

meeting leads the boys to discover that they have more in common than meets the eye. Both of them have encountered 

a strange presence in the forest, watching them, tracking them. Could the Madman of Piney Woods be real?  

 

Orwell’s Luck – Richard Jennings RL 4.5 Fantasy  

While caring for an injured rabbit which becomes her confidant, horoscope writer, and source of good luck, a thoughtful 

seventh grade girl learns to see things in more than one way.  

 

Out of My Mind – Sharon Draper RL 4.3 Realistic Fiction  

Melody is probably the smartest student in her school, but no one knows it because cerebral palsy has her trapped 

inside her body. Can technology open her world to everyone else? Melody narrates her story of immense struggle and 

even greater accomplishments.  

 

Pax – Sara Pennypacker  RL 5.7 Lexile 760  Fantasy 
Pax and Peter have been inseparable ever since Peter rescued him as a kit. But one day, the unimaginable 

happens: Peter's dad enlists in the military and makes him return the fox to the wild. At his grandfather's 

house, three hundred miles away from home, Peter knows he isn't where he should be—with Pax. He strikes 

out on his own despite the encroaching war, spurred by love, loyalty, and grief, to be reunited with his fox. 

Meanwhile Pax, steadfastly waiting for his boy, embarks on adventures and discoveries of his own. . . .   
 

Penny from Heaven - Jennifer L. Holm RL 3.6 DRP 41-44 Lexile 500-800 Realistic Fiction; Historical Fiction  

It's 1953, and eleven year old Penny's summer is turning out to be full of unpleasant surprises.   As she turns twelve 

during the summer of 1953, Penny gains new insights into herself and her family while also learning a secret 

about her father's death.   Newbery Honor book 
 

Saint Louis Armstrong Beach - Brenda Woods RL 4.1 Realistic Fiction  

Saint is a boy with confidence as big as his name is long. A budding musician, he earns money playing clarinet for the 

New Orleans tourists. His best friend is a stray dog named Shadow, and it's because of Shadow that Saint's still in town 

when Hurricane Katrina hits. Saint's not worried about the hurricane at first--he plans to live to be a hundred just to defy 

his palm-reader friend Jupi, who told him he had a short life line. But now the city has been ordered to evacuate and 

Saint won't leave without Shadow. His search brings him to his elderly neighbor's home and the three of them flee to 

her attic when the waters rise. But when Miz Moran's medication runs out, it's up to Saint to save her life--and his 

beloved Shadow's.  

 

The Secret Files of Fairday Morrow – Jessica Haight and Stephanie Robinson  RL 5.1 Lexile 780  Mystery 

Eleven-year-old Fairday Morrow is less than thrilled that her family is moving thousands of miles from civilization to the 

quiet country town of Ashpot, Connecticut, where she's absolutely certain she'll die of boredom.  As if leaving New York 

City and her best friend, Lizzy, the only other member of the elite Detective Mystery Squad (DMS), weren't bad enough, 

Fairday is stuck living in the infamous Begonia House, a creepy old Victorian with dark passageways, a gigantic dead 

willow tree, and a mysterious past.  Before she can even unpack, strange music coming from behind a padlocked door 

leads Fairday up a spiral staircase and into a secret room, where an ancient mirror, a brass key, and a strange picture of 



a red-haired lady are the first in a series of clues that takes the members of the Detective Mystery Squad on an amazing 

adventure. 

 

Shadow - Michael Morpurgo RL 4.9 Historical Fiction, Animal Story  

Shadow, a British bomb-sniffing dog, is separated from Sergeant Brody, a British soldier serving in Afghanistan. Shadow 

is adopted by Aman, an Afghan boy who ultimately finds refuge in England. This is a touching tale of coincidence, 

courage, friendship and loyalty.  Nutmeg nominee.  

 

Secrets at Sea – Richard Peck RL 4.4 Lexile 600 Fantasy, Animal Story, Adventure  

“In the beloved tradition of The Borrowers, The Tale of Desperaux, and The Cricket in Times Square, here is an 

irresistible adventure story of the tiny individuals who secretly live among us humans. Helena is the oldest of four mouse 

siblings who live in the walls of the Cranston estate. It is 1887 when the nouveau riche Cranstons decide to take a cruise 

ship to England in search of a husband for their awkward older daughter. The Cranston mice stow away in the luggage . . 

. and so begins the time of their lives, as they meet intriguing, cosmopolitan mice onboard and take it upon themselves 

to help the human Cranston daughters find love. They might just find perfect futures for themselves as well!” – from the 

publisher. We have many titles by Richard Peck – you might enjoy them all!  

 

Shakespeare’s Secret – Elise Broach RL 6.1 Realistic Fiction  

Hero has always hated her Shakespearean-based name, for, as her new sixth-grade classmates are quick to tell her, it's 

better suited to a dog than to a girl. Resigned to their constant teasing, she concentrates instead on her newfound 

friendship with her kindly, if somewhat eccentric, elderly next-door neighbor. Mrs. Roth tells Hero about the missing 

"Murphy Diamond," a precious jewel that supposedly disappeared from the house where Hero now lives. Mrs. Roth has 

the necklace that once held the diamond, an heirloom that possibly once belonged to Anne Boleyn, and she is convinced 

that it is still hidden in the vicinity.   Read this title?  Try Wolf Keepers!   

 

Showoff – Gordon Korman RL 6.4 Adventure  

The fourth SWINDLE book, centering around a dog show that goes horribly awry! The heroes of SWINDLE, ZOOBREAK, 

and FRAMED are back - and this time, things have gone to the dogs! When Luthor goes berserk at a mall dog show, he's 

accused of ruining the career of the three-time best-in-show beagle. Griffin always knew that Luthor's viciousness was 

simmering just below the surface - so why does he feel bad enough to spring him from the pound? Griffin and his team 

have a new plan. This one involves New York City, a sinister saboteur, a reclusive dog-trainer who's quit the business, an 

international dog show, and a whole lot of red dye. But if they pull it off, no one will even notice their sting 

operation...right?  (We have Hideout too!) 

 

Stella by Starlight – Sharon Draper RL 5.1 Lexile 740 Historical Fiction  

When a burning cross set by the Klan causes panic and fear in 1932 Bumblebee, North Carolina, fifth-grader Stella must 

face prejudice and find the strength to demand change in her segregated town. A wonderful book about family, being 

true to yourself, and finding courage set in a difficult chapter in our country’s history.  

 

Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, A Princess, Some Soup, and a Spool of Thread – Kate DiCamillo RL 4.5 

Animals, Fantasy  

The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, the princess that he loves, the servant girl who 

longs to be a princess, and a devious rat determined to bring them all to ruin.  

 

The Thing About Georgie - Lisa Graff RL4.3 Realistic Fiction  

Georgie's dwarfism causes problems, but he could always rely on his parents, his best friend,  

and classmate Jeanie the Meanie's teasing, until a surprising announcement, a new boy in school, and a  

class project shake things up. See if you can figure out who the narrator is!  

 



Turtle in Paradise – Jennifer Holm RL 4.1 Historical Fiction  

In 1935, when her mother gets a job housekeeping for a woman who does not like children, eleven-year-old Turtle is 

sent to stay with relatives she has never met in faraway Key West, Florida.  

 

War Horse – Michael Morpurgo RL 5.9 Historical Fiction, Animal stories  

In 1914, Joey, a beautiful bay-red foal with a distinctive cross on his nose, is sold to the army and thrust into the midst of 

the war on the Western Front. With his officer, he charges toward the enemy, witnessing the horror of the battles in 

France. But even in the desolation of the trenches, Joey's courage touches the soldiers around him and he is able to find 

warmth and hope. But his heart aches for Albert, the farmer's son he left behind. Will he ever see his true master again?  

 

Wild Girl – Patricia Reilly Giff RL 4.3 Realistic Fiction  

Lidie leaves Mexico to join her father and brother in New York where they train racehorses. She never thought her new 

life would be so difficult and unfamiliar. Can a special horse help her feel at home?  

 

Wonder - R. J. Palacio RL 4.8 Realistic Fiction.  

Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with extreme facial abnormalities and was not expected to survive, goes 

from being home-schooled to entering fifth grade at a private middle school in Manhattan, which entails enduring the 

taunts and fear of his classmates as he struggles to be seen as just another student. Auggie is a hero to root for, a 

diamond in the rough who proves that you can't blend in when you were born to stand out.  

 

 

Series:  

Animal Ark - Ben Baglio RL 3.5 – 5.8 Animal stories  

Mandy, the veterinarian’s daughter, and her friends work to help animals overcome all kinds of problems.  

 

The Borrowers – Mary Norton RL 5.3 – 6.5 Fantasy  

The adventures of Pod, Homily, and Arrietty, tiny people who live under the kitchen floor and borrow from the “human 

beans” who live above them.  

 

Chet Gecko – Bruce Hale RL 3.4 – 4.6 Mystery  

The star of this hilarious mystery series is none other than green-scaled, smart-aleck fourth grader, Chet Gecko, an 

intrepid, private-eye lizard.  

 

Children of the Red King – Jenny Nimmo RL 4.7 – 5.0 Fantasy  

Younger Harry Potter and Lemony Snicket fans will love this series about Charlie Bone and the students of Bloor 

Academy. Charlie and the other students have special powers that help them unravel the mystery of Charlie’s family and 

the descendants of the Red King.  

 

Harry Potter, first five books – J. K. Rowling RL 5.3 – 7.0 Fantasy  

After 10 miserable years with his aunt and uncle, Harry Potter is invited to attend Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 

Wizardry. Each book follows another year in Harry's education while more of his frightening destiny is revealed. One of 

the most popular series of all time! 

  

Percy Jackson and the Olympians – Rick Riordan Grade 5 and up Fantasy, Mythology Fiction  

Percy Jackson is a good kid, but he can’t seem to focus on his schoolwork or control his temper. When his mom tells him 

the truth about where he came from, she takes him to the one place he’ll be safe—Camp Half-Blood, a summer camp 

for demigods (on Long Island). There, Percy learns that the father he never knew is actually Poseidon, God of the Sea. 

Soon Percy finds himself caught up in a mystery that could lead to disastrous consequences. Together with his friends—

a satyr and the demigod daughter of Athena—Percy sets out on a quest to reach the gates of the Underworld (located in 



a recording studio in Hollywood) and prevent a catastrophic war between the gods. Finish Percy Jackson? Time to try 

The Kane Chronicles or the sequel series to Percy – Heroes of Olympus!  

 

On the Run – Gordon Korman RL 4.4 – 6.2 Mystery  

Aiden and Meg set out to prove their parents are not criminals as they are chased from state to state by the FBI and a 

killer called Hairless Joe.  

 

Want a Gordon Korman series that’s just as excellent but a bit shorter? Try Island, Everest,  

Dive, or Titanic.  

 

School of Fear – Gitty Daneshvari  

Lemony Snicket fans – this is definitely for you! Twelve-year-olds Madeleine, Theo, and Lulu, and thirteen-year-old 

Garrison, are sent to a remote Massachusetts school to overcome their phobias, but tragedy strikes and the quartet 

must work together--with no adult assistance--to face their fears.  

 

Wolves of the Beyond – Kathryn Lasky RL 5.1 – 5.9 Fantasy  

If you loved the Guardians of Ga'hoole, you will love this new series! Abandoned by his pack, a baby wolf with a 

mysterious mark on his deformed paw survives and embarks on a journey that will change the world of the Wolves of 

the Beyond. You might also enjoy Ms. Lasky’s new series Horses of the Dawn. 


